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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

At the start of the 2019-20 pennant season it was very pleasing to actually realise how the club 

had grown with new members walking through the door.   

 2 years ago, before the construction of the new roof and green along with other renovations 

around the club we had 82 members whilst in this past season that membership increased 

to 254 Members. 

With all these new members this made it possible to field 6 sides in Weekend Pennant, 6 
sides in Midweek Pennant and 3 sides in Night Pennant. At the end of the home and away 
season the results were amazing with the top 5 weekend pennant sides finishing on top of 
the ladder, the top 2 midweek sides finishing on top of the ladder with the 3’d side finishing in 
third spot and with 3 sides in night pennant all finishing in the four at the end of the home 
and away season, this was a fantastic effort by the selectors and all players with 11 of 
15 sides eligible for finals. Unfortunately, COVID-19 came along and had an effect on the 
final series.  

Whilst we had some teams gaining promotion the highlight has to be our Weekend 
Pennant 2nd side going through the season undefeated and winning the Sectional Grand 
Final and that is where pennant came to an end without having Divisional Finals. 

During the season we would gather back at the club on a Saturday after bowls for a 
report from each side about the days play followed by the members draw and raffle. This 
proved to be entertaining and provided some bonding between all sides. 

 

In closing I would like to thank all players, selectors, committee members and The Board of 
Dandenong Club for what I believe has been a great season for the club. 

 

Rob Warren 

 

President 

Dandenong Club Bowls Club 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

My first year in the Secretary’s role was 2018-2019, bit of a learning curve – new 

bowler, didn’t know much about the game let alone the administration of it, but with the 

help of the team I managed to do what was required. 

Then the season 2019-2020 was upon us. Well – What A Year!!  

• Total membership rose to current level of 254 – these are the categories 

 

• Bowls Australia / Bowls Victoria introduced a new software program “BowlsLink”, its 

purpose is to enable Clubs to manage their members, their details, and it’s where 

we enter the pennant selection and the match results. We also maintain our DC Club 

Database. Together these programs enable us to manage everything concerning 

our members and the games electronically. 

• This year we were also successful in electronically invoicing the fees, eliminating the 

manual handling of reconciling paid and unpaid members 

Season 2019-2020 has been very eventful, so much has happened at our club during the 

year, other than the new Secretarial opportunities (above), a lot of new actions and 

activities have been implemented – it’s very exciting to be a part of a Club and a 

Committee with a vision for the future, and has engendered the fantastic growth we’ve 

experienced. 

Looking forward to the other side of the COVID-19 lockdown and being back on the 

green with friends 

Helen Brown 
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COACH’S REPORT 

The 2019 / 20 bowls season came and went in a flash as they all seem to do, but this 

season was “massive” for a whole range of reasons and one like no other, definitely one 

that I will remember. 

Indeed, it has been a massive period generally over the last couple of years. Our 

previous bowls season of 2018 / 19 and my first was held during a period of extreme 

change, with a huge influx of members and some very welcome disruptions, with the 

Undercover green and complimentary infrastructure construction going on. Bringing a 

unique set off teething issues that would challenge us all. However, despite all that 

happening we managed to achieve some really great results that season.  

The beginning of 2019 saw the infrastructure improvements continue with works ongoing, 

new projects still being undertaken and the changing face of our bowls club accepting a 

swelling membership to integrate in. However, as the year evolved, and the pennant 

season drew closer and much of the works being completed. We had introduced an 

extremely popular and well supported winter program, our club was looking fantastic and 

the new members were becoming familiar faces. We were on the brink of a period that 

will surely go down as one of the Dandenong Clubs most successful. And our results ended 

up reflecting just that. 

Midweek pennant increased teams from 4 to 6 with 3 teams making finals. 

Saturday Pennant increased teams from 4 to 6 with 5 finishing on top, teams 2 to 

5 gaining promotion and team 2 winning the flag. 

Night pennant we retained our 3 teams, and all made the finals (which ultimately did not 

get played). 

No teams relegated. 

Away from the pennant scene I was fortunate enough to be involved in the introduction 

season of the Ultimate bowls challenge (UBC) which The Dandenong Club won. And our 

debut into the Bowls Premier League (BPL) also successfully coming 3rd and 5th in the 2 

events played. 

Our junior program was introduced with great results via the Bowls Victoria “Roll up 

Program”. 

The Jack Attack competition continued on and went from strength to strength.  
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And we continued to expand our midweek social competitions, with up to 10 different 

opportunities to play competition bowls of varying types at different times during the 

calendar year.  

Put simply the place was absolutely buzzing, and with good reason. 

However, no doubt the most gratification from my role comes from watching the 

improvement in our players bowls skills and the engagement in the activities and programs 

that I introduced. It goes without saying that the success the club has had and is having 

broadly is not by accident and has come about from a lot of hard work, planning, effort 

and dedication from the board, staff and volunteers. But we can’t get better bowling 

performances without effort so to see the numbers at training sessions and participating in 

the various initiatives I planned tells as much of the story as any other factor. And I thank 

you for that 

I want to congratulate all our pennant playing sides on a magnificent season and their 

results however I need to make special congratulations to the Saturday side 2 Division 3 

team that went on to win the flag. Premierships are not easy to win so that is a great 

achievement. That team was undefeated throughout the season and I have no doubt were 

a big chance to go right through to winning the divisional final had the post season not 

been halted due to the Corona Virus.   

Special thank you and congratulations to the selectors, as well as the Umpires and 

Managers for their contribution, for without these volunteers the whole process of getting 

teams onto the green and through the season would be just impossible. 

What a wonderful club we have and a what a wonderful set of results we have achieved 

together as a club, a club that I am proud to be the coach of. 

Stay engaged, stay invested, and let’s continue to find ways to make us even bigger and 

better going forward.    

Cheers 

Rob Wilson    
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Div4 – Sectional Final Team 

 

 

SOCIAL REPORT 

Belonging to our club can mean so much more than simply playing bowls. Whilst the fun on 

the green is paramount, providing opportunities to form friendships amongst the members 

is another important part of the committee’s role.   

With the advent of so many new bowlers at the club we made some changes that 

hopefully made every member’s time at the club this year better. 

We started by streamlining the process for joining members.  Rob Wilson became the 

central point of contact and ensured that anyone new to the club received a proper 

introduction and opportunity and was encouraged to get bowling at the club quickly.  He 

did an amazing job and I am sure that many new members this year would endorse that 

sentiment. 
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Having members supply email addresses has been huge boost to our ability to 

communicate more regularly with bowlers. Email newsletters, our Facebook pages and the 

website are a constant source of information for bowlers  

The pennant season began with a welcome dinner including some few laughs. We 

arranged tables so new bowlers to the club and those who had been there longer term 

could get to know each other a little better. It was great that so many bowlers brought 

their partners to see more of the Dandenong Club, many of which have since joined. 

Cup Day was a little different to what had been available in the past. We filled our field 

of 24 teams and played a fast, high scoring UBC format.  The feedback at the time 

suggested the format could be a regular part of the club’s social calendar each year. 

Every Saturday night of the Saturday pennant we offered all our opposition their first 

drink and in the later weeks of the season, a group of volunteers cooked up some sliders 

on the BBQ’s after pennant play.  

We ran the regular Christmas function and end of season barbecues. 

Fridays, Club member, Brian Anderson ran an extremely popular session of social bowls. It 

proves to be a wonderful way to meet and make new bowling friends and for those club 

members not necessarily interested in the regular commitment of pennant bowls, to enjoy 

the game and what our Club offers. 

A highlight of each Friday was the joke from our “closet comedian” Brian who without fail 

managed to surprise, entertain and occasionally shock bowlers. 

At Dandenong Club as bowlers we are indeed fortunate to have paid staff to provide 

drinks, meals and snacks to members.  We are fortunate to receive an amazing amount of 

support from Club President Charlie Daly and the board. 

In the coming year, we are hoping to further invigorate our social activities by forming a 

social committee of bowlers. A group of people who might take on tasks, not too onerous 

but provide more ways for members enjoy their time at the club and to help to grow our 

contribution to the overall, success of our Club. 

Rob Sharpe   
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CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
We are all very aware of the impact of COVID-19 and the interruption it caused to the 

2019 -2020 Bowls Season, hence not all of our club championships were able to be 

completed. 

 

The status at the sudden closure: 

Men’s Singles 

Winner – David Taylor  Runner Up – Rob Wilson 

Ladies Singles 

Winner – Lori Polkinghorn  Runner Up – Yvonne Baxter 

Novice 

Winner – Lee Topham  Runner Up – David Virgona 

Proportional (100 UP) 

Winner – Lee Topham  Runner Up – Lyn Daniel 

 

Mixed Pairs 

Not completed 

Men’s Drawn Pairs 

Not completed 

Men’s Nominated Pairs 

Not completed 

Ladies Nominated Pairs 

Not completed 
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SPECIAL ITEMS 
 
Our fellow bowler Joan Molloy who passed during this season, Joan came to the 

Dandenong Club Bowls Club from Dandenong Rec approximately 9 years ago. 

Joan was a midweek pennant bowler as well as being an active member of the Over 60’s 

Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


