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Chairman’s Report 
As we draw the curtain on another Bowls year, it seems it was over as quickly as it started. Our bowls 
section, along with the rest of the community, has had our collective resolve tested in a number of 
ways. None more so than with Covid 19. It seems only recently that as a Committee we were 
planning for a return to the greens after lockdown, which at times seemed rather unlikely at all 
during 2020. 

 
For many months over two different periods the club and our greens were closed. The continuity in 
our bowls lives was cut off, as was the physical connection to our bowling friends and teammates. 
These were, and to an extent are still, uncertain times. But in true Dandenong spirit, our collective 
resilience allowed us to return to the greens and eventually our sport more fully, but importantly, to 
our bowls friends. 
 
After a delayed start to Pennant competition, the season resulted in what could be described as a 
success but also reflected accurately where we are at as a club. Saturday Pennant saw 5 teams make 
finals.  
Sides 1, 2 and 4 making it to the section grand finals. Side 2 and 4 were successful in winning section 
premierships and went onto the last 4 of the divisional finals where sadly they just missed out to the 
eventual winners. Midweek Pennant having three teams make finals, with Side 1 playing and winning 
the Section Final. 
Tuesday Night two of the three teams made finals with side 2 making the Grand Final.  
Dandenong club bowls club entered for the first-time teams in the Thursday ‘7 a side competition and 
if enjoyment was the measuring stick, as well as 3 premiership flags it was a great success.  

 
Thursday night club championships were a huge success with plenty of members competing and 
many more coming down for dinner to watch great bowls being played. 
 
I would like to thank and congratulate all the members of the committee of management as well as 
all the members of sub committees who gave up their free time helping make our season such a 
success.  
 
 I would like to give a huge shout out to the many volunteers who again have given up their free time 
to help with social bowls, BBQ, scorers, markers, and umpires for the recent bowls events held here 
at the Dandenong club.  
 
The club’s overall efforts were widely acknowledged by both Bowls Australia and Bowls Victoria with 
each organisation naming Dandenong Club as their Club of the year.   
 
Finally thank you to the bowls staff in the shop Cassie and rob who have always been welcoming and 
cheerful dealing with all the customers and organising bowls at the same time. 
 
Gordon Thomson 
Chairman 
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Administration Report  
After not being able to hold an Annual General Meeting in 2020, we managed  to fulfill that 

requirement this year. In April 2021 we held an Annual General Meeting to elect the Bowls Section 

Committee of Management, thank you to all those members who came along to vote. 

COVID 19 restrictions resulted in the need to move some committee meetings to a virtual 

environment through the utilisation of the club’s Zoom account. 

 

Below - some of the highlights of the 2020 2021 year. 

 

➢ Membership growth at our Club is, as it was last year continuing to grow, the goal is to have 

more bowlers bowling at Dandenong Club. 
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➢ BowlsLink is now fully integrated, all Pennant players are entered to their matches and results 

are also updated in the system. Members also now enter regional Championships & 

Tournaments through BowlsLink, rather than the Sandbelt website. Bowls Victoria are hoping 

that, in the future, members will access and update their own account details. 

 

➢ Weekly electronic Newsletters are produced, informing everyone What’s On, the website also 

has a full run down on programs available at the Club and is updated regularly.  

 

➢ Season 2020-2021 – although slow to get off the ground, nonetheless we still managed to 

have a great season of bowls.  

 

➢ The club’s uniform change was completed successfully thanks largely to the financial support 

of the Dandenong Club and efforts of the staff in the bowls shop.   

 

➢ Strategy Planning – a workshop was held to develop and implement initiatives to improve 

processes and to take the Club forward in terms of Bowls and Bowls management. A lot of 

those targets have been achieved, with others ongoing. The Committee of Management is 

committed to continuous improvement. 

 

➢ Membership invoicing has been streamlined and now includes incidentals such as locker fees. 

Payment is readily available via electronic means 

 

 

Administration Manager 

Helen Brown 
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Weekend Pennant Report 
Well, what a year we had for Season 2020/21. Pennant started almost two months later than usual 
and was shortened from 18 rounds to 14 rounds thanks to Covid. With 8eightsides entered it was 
quickly realized that the numbers did not add up and the club ran with seven sides for the season. 
This also became difficult as we progressed with the unavailable list growing and a couple of 
resignations to contend with, but we survived and survived successfully. 
 
The seven sides all avoided relegation with the 2 Div 6 sides both finished in7th position. The Div 7 
side finishing in 5th position whilst the Div 2,3,4 and 5 sides all finished on top of the ladder to 
progress to the finals. Our club was buzzing with excitement with the possibilities and the what ifs. 
 
Then it was off to the finals but unfortunately both the top side finishing section runners up and the 
3rd side losing its semi final. This left  left the 2nd and 4th sides to carry the banner. They did this by 
both winning their section finals and gaining flags for the club. Unfortunately for the 4th = side they 
stumbled at the next hurdle but gained promotion to Div 4. This left our Div 3 side to carry the banner 
for the club. This team took all before them but in the Divisional Semi Final lost to a strong Whittlesea 
Team but have done the club proud with promotion to Division 2. They finished 4th from 80 sides in 
the division. 
 
In closing I would like to thank each and every one of the Team Managers who have done a great job 
for the entire season Thank you all. 
 
Rob Warren 
Weekend Pennant Manager 
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Midweek Pennant Report 
Metropolitan Pennant season 2020-21 – on – off –on - ☺ 

After weeks of zoom meetings, optimism, planning and some delays the 2020-21 Bowls pennant 

season eventually got underway and wow what a season it was. 

➢ Tuesday Pennant  

With a completely new selection committee and many new players to the club, five Tuesday teams 

were selected to play each week. This involved debates, phone calls, compassion, enthusiasm, 

negotiation and generally some agreement. But we got there in the end …. And we learnt a lot! 

By the end of the season, all the teams were filled, and achieved great success.  Three teams finished 

in the top four and played off in finals games with the Division 2 side successfully winning the section 

flag. 

➢ Thursday 7-side Spring and Summer 

This was a new competition introduced for 2020-21 and played on Thursdays. These teams consisted 

of 7 players – a triple and two pairs.  The competition consisted of a short, sharp season of 5 weeks 

followed by finals – so no messing around! 

For both the Spring and Summer competitions four teams were fielded. The sections were ungraded, 

so selection was a bit more challenging. 

The Spring competition concluded with three teams playing in finals and one flag being won. 

 An equally successful summer competition concluded with two teams playing in finals and each 

winning a premiership flag. 

➢ Tuesday Night Pennant  

Four teams were fielded for Tuesday Night pennant – three of which successfully completed the 

season in a position to play finals. One team won their semi-final to then unsuccessfully contest the 

Grand Final. 

 

Thank you to each of the team managers who assisted throughout the season with collecting green 

fees, completing score cards and getting it all safely back to the club. It was amazing! – Only a couple 

of cards went home in someone’s pocket and one ended up in the bin! (Before being recorded … but 

we worked it out) 

Thanks, must also go to my fellow selectors - Graeme Firth, Graeme Anderson, Ken Jones, Phil 

Moody, and Rob Wilson. They were there every week – almost – ready to wrangle, deliberate and 

debilitate. 

Like me, we hope that everyone was very grateful to be able to actually play pennant following our 

pandemic year and that the season was an enjoyable one. 

Let’s continue to make Dandenong Club Bowls Club a great place to be! 

Lyn Daniel 
Midweek Pennant Manager 
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Coach’s Report  
I think it’s fair to say that in the 12 month period from the end of the 2019/20 season to the end of 

the 20/21 season we got thrown around in every which way with more ups and down’s than an 

amusement park ride. The words “restrictions”, “Covid”, and “lockdowns” were as much part of our 

vernacular as “draw” “drive” and “bowls” itself. The Dandenong Club the bowls section and all of us 

within it were asked to be flexible, patient and tolerant. And there is no doubt that whilst many clubs 

were struggling under the weight of all those challenges our club grew, thrived, and succeeded. 

How’s this for an all-round servicing of every sector of the sport. 

20 Pennant sides, 9 varying Social competition options, Jack Attack teams, UBC franchise, BPL 

franchise, Junior development program, schools programs and an all year round bowling 

opportunities.  

 

Our membership and pennant teams continue to increase and our stature in the bowls world 

continues to grow. With an increase to seven Saturday sides, five Midweek Tuesday sides the 

introduction of four new teams in the Daytime 7s competition and an increase to four Tuesday night 

pennant teams. Add all this to the most extensive social bowls program going around and it is easy to 

see why the Dandenong Club is the talk of the sport.  

 

Congratulations to the pennant teams that made finals of which there were many.  

A special mention to our Saturday team 1 which made the section grand Final going down narrowly in 

a hard fought encounter, and our team 1 Tuesday side that got through and won to be their section 

Grand Final. However, the big accolades go to the all-conquering Saturday Team 2 that toppled all 

before them before finally being stopped at the semi Final stage of the sectional play off’s by the 

eventual winner. Well done to those players. 

 

Well done also to William Sciberras and Amity Bickley on their success in the Victorian under 18 State 

Championships. Success that was shared by the members due to your fundraising that helped get 

them there.  

  

We are a club that had been going places in a real hurry for some time now but despite all of the ups 

and downs and the bazaar challenges we managed to put our foot on the accelerator even more 

grow even quicker. There are many people that this extraordinary growth can be contributed to. 

Quite clearly the vision and motivation starts at the top with the board and Club management 

providing the drive, but it’s harder to bring that vision to life without the assistance and work from 

the committees members and volunteers. Thank you to all the Umpire’s, Managers, the general 

helpers, and the most maligned of all volunteers the selectors who did an amazing job. It is hard to 

describe just how hard the job of the selector is especially given the growth of the club, so I commend 

and thank all the selectors for their work. 



 

 

11 

 

 

As dangerous as it is to single out an individual in these reports I feel I need to make a special 

mention of Brian Anderson who could not be any more praise worthy for his work running the Friday 

competition and Sunday morning bowls and willingly undertaking any other task asked of him. 

 

We do truly have a great club that is only going to getting bigger and better every year and it will be 

interesting to see what the next 12 months brings. 

 

Rob Wilson 

Club Coach.   
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Championships Report 
Covid 19 presented challenges for the 2020/21 club championships as it did in many other arenas. 

The club champs singles did not kick off until much later than usual due to Melbourne’s lock down 

but once we got under way we had some great competition across the five tournaments. Indicative of 

the depth currently at the club we did not have anybody who managed to win multiple 

championships which meant we ended up with eight individual winners across the singles and pairs 

events. 

The big winner for this year however was the introduction of a dedicated club champs timeslot which 

followed Pennant training on a Thursday night. We had many great nights with many high-quality 

matches being played out on the rinks while other members enjoyed a meal and/or beverage of their 

choice whilst watching the action. This will continue for the 2021/22 championships and will 

hopefully be bigger and better. 

We kicked off with the Men’s and Ladies singles events which concluded just before Christmas. Both 

events produced great competition and a number of thrilling encounters but at the end of the day 

there can only be one winner. 

 

Congratulations to: 

➢ Carole Klopp who defeated Jan Rolfe in the Ladies Final; and 

 

➢ Dean Kuran who defeated Gordon Young in the Men’s Final. 

 

➢ The Men’s, Ladies and Mixed Pairs all kicked off after Christmas and like the singles produced 

some great matches and some exciting Thursday nights. 

 

➢ Jan Rolfe and Prakash Singh who defeated Carole Klopp and Sue Sharpe in the Ladies Pairs; 

 

➢ Maurice Lee and Anthony Lee who defeated Terry Boxall and Doug O’Connell in the Men 

Pairs; and 

 

➢ Amity Bickley and Gordon Thomson who defeated Sarah Tilley and Dylan Booth in the Mixed 

Pairs. 

 

➢ Sarah Tilley who was the winner of the Sandbelt Women’s Novice Championship. 

Looking forward to a bigger and better 2021/22 championships so look out for entries to be open 

from about September. 

Anthony Lee – Championships Manager 
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Welfare & Support Report 
Welfare was a challenge due mainly to COVID and our very long lockdown. I must admit though it has 
been the most rewarding time I have ever had as a committee member. 

 

Unfortunately, there were good times, sad times and very lonely times amongst our members but by 
calling people up often and having a chat whether it be a quick hello or a long catch up it helped us 
keep in contact and I know these conversations also stopped me going crazy. 

 

During this terrible year we saw the passing of three dear members Wendy Watson, Colin Haskett 
and Hugh Peucker.  We all felt the loss of these members but sadly were not able to show our full 
support to Graham and Coral as we would have liked due to limited numbers at funerals. It is nice to 
see both Coral and Graham back playing bowls with us. 

There were lots of falls, illnesses, and incidents far too numerous to mention but most are all back on 
their feet again. 

 

We have managed to assist a family provide a carer to one of our bowlers so he can continue to enjoy 
his bowls. We have another member in much the same position that is still a work in progress. 

 

I would very much like to thank each and every member that has given me the opportunity to share 
part of their life stories and frustrations during lockdown. This experience has formed more 
friendships all of which I will cherish forever. 

 

Patrice Forsyth 

Welfare Manager 
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Other Items 
Congratulations to the two new Life Members -: 

Anthony (Tony) Evans – a member since 1987 

John McMullan – a member since 1988 

 

Sandbelt Novice Champion:  

Sarah Tilley who was the winner of the Sandbelt Women’s Novice Championship 

 

In Memoriam we note the loss of our members -: 

Wendy Watson, a member since 2007 

Colin Haskett, a member since 2015 

Hugh Peucker (Life Member) who joined the Club in 1997 

 

 


